
Join the Global Stranding Network and the International Whaling Commission 
for a stranding workshop focused on improving capacity and coordination in 

diagnostic capabilities.

Marine Mammal Stranding Workshop:
Enhancing Diagnostics and Global 

Collaboration
Date : 17 October 2026 Time : 8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

Location : San Juan, Puerto Rico

• Discuss best practices for investigating
infectious diseases, parasites,
biotoxins, and other threats

• Build sustainable collaborations 
among stranding responders and 
diagnostic laboratories

• Develop resources for in-house and 
laboratory based diagnostic testing 

• Harmonize protocols to ensure 
consistency in sampling, metadata 
collection, sample handling and 
storage

• Support data sharing across global 
stranding networks

WORKSHOP HIGHLIGHTS FEATURED HANDS- ON 
LEARNING

Portable iiPCR training with   
Dr. Wei-Cheng Yang 

(National Taiwan University) 

• Interactive module screening for 
marine mammal pathogens
(e.g. Toxoplasma, morbillivirus, and 
Brucella)

• Gain practical experience using field-
relevant diagnostic tools applicable to 
future stranding events

Questions? Email kristiw@hawaii.edu

Registration
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