




Unofficial translation  
 
 
 
08.10.2013 № 01-4482/13   International Union for the Conservation of Nature 
In response to without     Chair of the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel 
a number 07.08.2013    Mr. R. Reeves 
 
 
On measures aimed to reduce the impact  
on the gray whales from fisheries 
 
 
Estimated Mr. Reeves, 
 
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Sakhalin Oblast has considered IUCN Western 
Gray Whale Advisory Panel’s appeal in which the concerns about the salmon fisheries in the gray 
whale key feeding grounds nearby the Piltun lagoon were expressed and reports the following. 
 
The Ministry has requested the Commission for the regulation of the catch of the anadromous 
species in Sakhalin Oblast to examine the issue of fisheries in the main feeding area of the gray 
whales and adopt necessary preventive measures for the conservation of this species of marine 
mammals listed in the international Red Book. 
 
According to the received information, the Commission for the regulation of the catch of the 
anadromous species in Sakhalin Oblast, by its decision from 21 August 2013 № 27, closed the catch 
of hunchback(pink) salmon1 in the area from the cape of Elizaveta to the Malie Khoozy river from 
00:00 on 24 August 2013. This decision also applies to the Okhotsk sea area adjacent to the Piltun 
lagoon. 
 
Thus, any potential threat from the enterprises conducting fisheries is eliminated at the present time. 
 
In order to avoid such situations in the future, the Fisheries Agency of Sakhalin Oblast requested the 
Sakhalin Research Institute of the Fisheries and Oceanography and the Sakhalin Basin Administration 
for Fisheries and Conservation of Bio Resources to take into account potential impacts on the gray 
whale population when they formulate recommendations for the placement of set nets on the north-
east coast of Sakhalin.  
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Minister of Natural Resources  
and Environment  
of Sakhalin Oblast        N.V. Salaeva 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 Oncorhunchus gorbusha – footnote by T. Saksina 


