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Dear lan,

Re: Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel (WGWAP)

Thank you for your letter, ref. # 2005-OUT-M-01-00072, of 22 September inviting IUCN to
undertake the role of convenor of the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel (WGWAP).

IUCN supports the proposal for a long-term advisory body to provide a mechanism for
independent review and advice regarding the conservation of the Western Gray Whale. We
acknowledge and congratulate Sakhalin Energy on your willingness to co-operate with the
establishment of the WGWAP and to provide financial support to it.

In principle IUCN is honoured to accept the role of convening the WGWAP. There are
however, some aspects of the framework that we believe need to be revisited and fine tuned.
! would like to suggest that this work goes ahead as soon as possible, involving key players
from the independent scientists, SEIC and IUCN, co-ordinated through our respective
contract mangers, leading to a suitable contractual arrangement between us.

Like SEIC, IUCN also believes that the WGWAP will lead to a longer-term fulfiment of the -
principles and objectives brought about through the admiral work of the Independent Scientific

Review Panel, and will assist in the conservation and potential recovery of the Western Gray

Whale population.

Yours sincerely,

Director General
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