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7 August 2013

Re: Statement of Concern from the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel (WGWAP) on the risks of
salmon fishing near Piltun Lagoon, Sakhalin Island, Russian Far East, a core feeding area of Western
Gray whales

Dear Mr Donskoy,

The Panel was advised by Sakhalin Energy on 6 August 2013 that salmon fishing nets have been operating
both on shore and offshore in the vicinity of the mouth of Piltun Lagoon, north-eastern Sakhalin Island, the
core area used intensively by Gray whales, especially mothers with calves, during the summer and autumn for
feeding and transit. According to direct observations by Sakhalin Energy personnel (documented with
photographs), at least two nets approximately 1.5 km long are set perpendicular to the coastline, one at
52°46'47"N, 143°19'20"E and the other at 52°48'24"N, 143°19'20"E.

In the first few days of August, Sakhalin Energy personnel witnessed (and photographically documented) gray
whales, including mother-calf pairs, within 100 m of the salmon nets and very near shore.

This Panel and other forums have repeatedly emphasised the risk to gray whales of fixed fishing gear
deployed near shore in areas used intensively by the whales. For example, IUCN's Western Gray Whale
Rangewide Workshop (IUCN, 2008) concluded: “Because their propensity to feed near the bottom and their
highly coastal migratory routes put them in close contact with high concentrations of fixed fishing gear, gray
whales are likely at high risk of entanglement, and data from Eastern Gray whales appear to support this
(Heyning and Lewis, 1990)." Other studies in addition to that by Heyning and Lewis (1990) have also
established that Gray whales are vulnerable to entanglement in fixed nets set near shore (e.g. Barlow et al.,
1994, Baird et al., 2002).

The Panel believes that the risk to western gray whales from salmon fishing in their core feeding range in the
vicinity of the mouth of Piltun Lagoon is extremely high. Therefore we wish to reinforce the concern about this
matter already expressed to Russian authorities by Sakhalin Energy. We urge that action be taken
immediately to stop the commercial salmon fishing operations in the Piltun area and that an official
investigation and assessment be carried out (and made public) before any such operations are allowed to
resume there in the future.

Kind regards,

/) ,.
[ Qamnd ey L/ Z,u/v-cfz,.

Randall Reeves
WGWAP Chair acting on behalf of the Panel
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Annex 2. Pycckuli nepesod 3moeo 3adeneHus

r-Hy JoHckomy Cepreto Ecbumosuuy
MWHUCTPY NPUPOAHBIX PECYPCOB U SKONOTUK
Poccwuitckoin depepaymm

123995, r. Mockea,

Bonblwasn MpyauHckas yn., 4/6

7 aBrycta 2013 .

Tema: 3asiBneHune 06 06ecnoKkoeHHocTH KOHCYNbTaTUBHOM rpynnbl NO 3anaAHOTUXOOKEaHCKUM cepbiM
kutam (KI'3CK) B cBA3M C puUCKaMM FOCOCEBOTro NpoMmbicna BGnu3u 3anwea MunbTyH Ha ocTpoBe
CaxanuH Ha JanbHem BocToke Poccum, rae HaxoaMTCA KMOueBOW panoH Haryna 3anagHbiX Cepbix
KUTOB

Yeaxaemslii Cepreit Edpumosny,

6 asrycta 2013 r. «CaxanuH Suepmxu» coobwmna KF3CK, 4to ceTn Ans noBnn Nococa MCnonb3ylTes y
nobepexbs U B Mope B6NM3N ycTbs 3anmsa MunbTyH Ha ceBepo-BoCToke ocTpoBa CaxanvH B KMOYeBOM
pafioHe, KOTOPLIM JIETOM W OCEHblO MHTEHCMBHO MOMb3YOTCA Cepble KUTbl, B OCOBGEHHOCTV maTtepn ¢
[eTeHbllamn, ANs Haryna W nepeaswkeHui. Mo HabniopeHusM COTPYAHUKOB «CaxanuH JOHepmkuy,
3abuKCUPOBaHHLIM Ha doTorpatusx, kak MWHUMYM ABE CeTW ANWHOA NpuBnnanTenbHo 1,5 kM Obinn
yCTaHOBNEHb! NEPrEHANKYNIAPHO NOBepexbio, OAHa B TOMKE C KoopAnHatamu 52°46'47" c.ul., 143°19'20" B.a.
W Apyrasi B TOYKe C KoopanHaTamu 52°48'24" c.w., 143°19'20" B.4.

B nepBble AHM aBrycta coTpyaHukn «CaxanuH SHepmxu» Buaenv (v caenanu dhoTorpadun) cepbix KUTOB, B
TOM YMCNe Napbl MaTepeii ¢ AeTeHbIWwamu, B npegenax 100 M oT nococesbix CETEN v oueHb Gnusko k Gepery.

B KM3CK u Ha Apyrux copymax MHOrOKpaTHO OTME4arnocb, 4TO CTauuoHapHble pbibonoBHble CeTH,
yCTaHOBNEHHble BONM3K nobepexbs B WHTEHCWBHO WCMONb3YEMbIX KATaMW paiioHax, npeacTaenalT
onacHocTb Ans kutos. Hanpumep, Ha PernoHanbHom cemutape MCOIT no 3anagHbIM cepbiM KuTam (IUCN,
2008) 6bin coenaH cneayowui BbIBOA: «[MOCKOSTbKY OHW CKIOHHbI K NPUAOHHOMY KOPMITEHWIO N MWTPUPYIOT
HEMOCPEACTBEHHO BAONMb NOBEPEeXbs, OHU HAXOAATCA B HENOCPEACTBEHHOW GNWU3oCTU OT Tex MecT, rae
YCTaGHOBIIEHO MHOIO CTaUWUOHAPHBLIX PbIBONOBHLIX CETEN, NOITOMY BEPOATHO, YTO BLICOK PUCK 3anyTbiBaHWSA
CcepbiX KUTOB B TaKuUX CETSIX, W NPEACTABMNETCs, YTO AaHHbIe O BOCTOHHbIX CepbiX kuTax (Heyning and Lewis,
1990) sTo noaTBepXaaoT». Hapsay ¢ uccnenoeanvem Xevnurra u Jlsiouca (1990) B Apyrix uccnenoBaHWsx
Takxe 6biIo YCTAaHOBIEHO, YTO CYLUECTBYET ONacHOCTb 3anyTbiBaHUA CepbiX KUTOB B CTAUMOHaPHbLIX CETAX,
Haxoaswmxcs B6nuan nobepexbs (Hanpumep, Barlow et al., 1994; Baird et al., 2002).

KF3CK cuutaeT, YTo NpoMbICEN NOCOCH B KNIOYEBOM ANA 3anagHbix CePbIX KUTOB HarynbHOM paioHe BGnuan
yCTbA 3anuea MunbTyH NPEACTaBNseT ArA KUTOB Ype3sblyaiiHO GOMbLUyIo OnacHocTb. MosTomy Mbl Takke
BblpakaeM 0BECrOKOEHHOCTb B 3TOi CBA3W, 0 YeM «CaxanuH DHepaxuv» yxe npouHcopmupoBana opraHs!
Bnactn P®. Mbl npu3biBaeM HemeZneHHO NPUHSATb Mepbl ANA npekpalieHns KOMMEepYecKoro npombicna
nococs B paioHe [MuneTyHa v npoeecTn oduLanbHoe paccneaosaHne U aKCnepTusy u ofHapogoBaTb MX
pesynbTaThl, Npexae Yem GyaeT AaHo paspelleHne Ha Bo3oGHOBMEHUe NoAoGHOMo PeIGONOBHOTO NPOMbICHa
B AaHHOM paioHe.

C yBaweHuewm,
[MoanucaHo:
Penpan PuB3, npeaceaarent KM3CK ot umenn KIr3CK

Mpunoxerue 1. Cnucok nyénuxkayull, ynoMaHymMbIX 6 Hacmoswem 3asneneHuu
MpunoxeHue 2: Pycckull nepeeod 3mozo 3ase/1eHus
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for the Conservation of Western Gray Whales
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Fax: +7 (499) 254 69 29

7 August 2013

Re: Statement of Concern from the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel (WGWAP) on the risks of
salmon fishing near Piltun Lagoon, Sakhalin island, Russian Far East, a core feeding area of Western
Gray whales

Dear Mr Gizatulin,

The Panel was advised by Sakhalin Energy on 6 August 2013 that salmon fishing nets have been operating
both on shore and offshore in the vicinity of the mouth of Piltun Lagoon, north-eastern Sakhalin Island, the
core area used intensively by Gray whales, especially mothers with calves, during the summer and autumn for
feeding and transit. According to direct observations by Sakhalin Energy personnel (documented with
photographs), at least two nets approximately 1.5 km long are set perpendicular to the coastline, one at
52°46'47"N, 143°19'20"E and the other at 52°48'24"N, 143°19'20"E.

In the first few days of August, Sakhalin Energy personnel witnessed (and photographically documented) gray
whales, including mother-calf pairs, within 100 m of the salmon nets and very near shore.

This Panel and other forums have repeatedly emphasised the risk to gray whales of fixed fishing gear
deployed near shore in areas used intensively by the whales. For example, IUCN's Western Gray Whale
Rangewide Workshop (IUCN, 2008) concluded: “Because their propensity to feed near the bottom and their
highly coastal migratory routes put them in close contact with high concentrations of fixed fishing gear, gray
whales are likely at high risk of entanglement, and data from Eastern Gray whales appear to support this
(Heyning and Lewis, 1990)." Other studies in addition to that by Heyning and Lewis (1990) have also
established that Gray whales are vulnerable to entanglement in fixed nets set near shore (e.g. Barlow et al.,
1994; Baird et al., 2002).

The Panel believes that the risk to western gray whales from salmon fishing in their core feeding range in the
vicinity of the mouth of Piltun Lagoon is extremely high. Therefore we wish to reinforce the concern about this
matter already expressed to Russian authorities by Sakhalin Energy. We urge that action be taken
immediately to stop the commercial salmon fishing operations in the Piltun area and that an official
investigation and assessment be carried out (and made public) before any such operations are allowed to
resume there in the future.

Kind regards,
&Mwwﬂwm,.

Randall Reeves
WGWAP Chair, acting on behalf of the Panel
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Annex 2. Pycckuii nepeeod amozo 3aseneHus

r-Hy MmaatynuHy PuHaty PunaroBuuy

3amecTutento MuHNCTPa NpUpOAHbLIX PECYPCOB U IKONOrmMun
Poccuitckonn Penepauum

MNpencenarenio MexseaomTeeHHoi PaGoyeid Mpynnbi no obecneueHuo
COXpaHeHNsl OXOTCKO-KOPEHCKOU NONynsiLiuk ceporo kura

123995, r. Mockea,

Bonbiwasn pysuHckas yn., 4/6

7 aBrycta 2013 r,

Tema: 3anBnexHue 06 o6ecnokoeHHOCTH KOHCyNnbTaTUBHOW rpynfbl No 3anaAgHOTUXOOKeaHCKUM CepbiM
kutam (KF3CK) B CBA3M C puUCKamMu 1OCOCEBOrO NMpombicna BOGNW3uW 3anuBa MunbTyH Ha ocTpoBe
CaxanuH Ha [lanbHem BocToke Poccuu, rae HaxoauTcs KNnouyeBOH paloH Haryna 3anagHbiX cepbiX
KWUTOB

YBeaaeMblit PuHaT PuHaTtoBuy,

6 aerycta 2013 r. «CaxanuH SHepaxu» coobwmna KM3CK, yto ceT Ans NosBNu NOCOCH UCNonb3ylTes y
nobepexbss W B Mope BOGNM3M ycTbs 3anuea [WNbTyH Ha cesepo-BOCTOKE OCTpOBa CaxanvH B Knio4YesoMm
pailoHe, KOTOpPbIM NETOM W OCEeHbI WHTEHCMBHO MONb3yIOTCA Cepble KUThl, B 0cODEHHOCTN maTepu ¢
AeTeHbIWAMK, AN Haryna w nepegswxeHunii. o HabnogeHuam COTpyAHWKOB «CaxanuH 3HepaXu»,
sabuKeMpoBaHHbIM Ha oTorpaduax, Kak MUHUMYM [OBE CETW AnvHol npwbnuautenbHo 1,5 km 6binun
yCTaHOBNEHbl NeprneHavKynsipHo nobepexbio, 0OAHa B TOHYKE C KoopAnHaTamu 52°46'47" c.w., 143°19'20" B.A4.
W 4pyras B TOYKe C koopAuHaTamu 52°48'24" c.ui., 143°19'20" 8.4.

B nepebie AHM aBrycta coTpyaHukM «CaxanuH SHepaxuv» suaeny (U caenanv doTorpagum) cepbix KUTOB, B
TOM YMCre napbl MaTepeil ¢ AeTeHbiwamu, B npeaenax 100 M OT NOCOCEBbIX CETEH U O4eHb ©nuako k Gepery.

B KIM3CK u Ha apyrux copymax MHOrOKpaTHO OTmedanoch, 4TO CTauuoHapHble pbiGonoBHble CceTH,
yCTaHOBMEHHblE BONU3N nobepexbs B WHTEHCWBHO WCMOMNb3yeMbIX KATaMU pailoHax, npeacTaBnsoT
onacHocTb Ansa kutos. Hanpumep, Ha PervoHanbHom cemunape MCOI no 3anaaHbIM cepbiM kutam (IUCN,
2008) 6bin caenan cneayowmii BoiBoA: «[MOCKONbKY OHW CKITOHHBI K NPUAOHHOMY KOPMIEHUIO U MUrPUDPYIOT
HEMoCPEeACTBEHHO BAONL MoBepexbsi, OHU HAXOAATCA B HENOCpeACTBEeHHOW BnvM30CcTU OT TeX MECT, rae
YCTAHOBMNEHO MHOTO CTaLWOHapHbIX PbIBONOBHLIX CETEN, NO3TOMY BEPOATHO, YTO BLICOK PUCK 3aMyThiBAHWUA
CepbIX KUTOB B TAKWUX CETAX, U NPEACTaBAETCH, YTO AaHHbIE O BOCTOYHbBIX CePbIX KUTax (Heyning and Lewis,
1990) aT0 noaTeepxAaloT». Hapsay ¢ uccnegosaHnem XeHuHra v Nblovca (1990) B gpyrux uccrnenoBaHUaX
Tawke BbiN0 YCTaHOBNEHO, YTO CYLECTBYET ONAcHOCTb 3anyTbiBaHWA CEpbIX KATOB B CTALMOHAPHBIX CETAX,
HaxogsLmMxcs B6nuan nobepexes (Hanpumep, Barlow et al., 1994; Baird et al., 2002).

KIr3CK cunTaeT, 4To NpomMbIcen NOCOCs B KMIOYEBOM ANS 3anafHblX CEePbIX KUTOB HarynbHOM paiioHe BGnunan
ycTbs 3anmsa MunbTyH NPeACTaBNsAET ANA KUTOB 4Ype3BblvaiHo BGonbLUylo onacHocTb. Mo3ToMy Mbl Takke
BbipaXaeM 0BECMOKOEHHOCTb B 3TOW CBA3W, O Yem «CaxanuH DHepaxu» yxe npouHopMupoBana opraHbl
Bnactu P®. Mbl npusbiaeM HeMegneHHO NPUHATbL Mepbl AN NpekpalieHns KoMMep4yeckoro npombicna
nococsi B paitoHe MunbTyHa v NpoBecTU oduuuanbHoe paccrnefoBaHne n skenepTusy u oBHapogoBaTh WX
pesynbTarhl, Npexae Yem GyaeT AaHo pa3pelleHie Ha BO3oGHOBNeHue nogo6Horo peIbONOBHOrO NPOMLICHa
B AaHHOM paioHe.

C ysaxeHuem,
MoanucaHo:
Penaan Pues, npeaceaatens KF3CK ot umenn KM3CK

Mpunoxerue 1: Crucok ny6nukayull, ynoMaHymbIx 6 HaCMOAWEM 3as6/1eHuUU
Mpunoxerue 2: Pycckuli nepeaod amoeo 3ase/eHus
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Re: Statement of Concern from the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel (WGWAP) on the risks of
salmon fishing near Piltun Lagoon, Sakhalin Island, Russian Far East, a core feeding area of Western
Gray whales

Dear Mr Amirkhanov,

The Panel was advised by Sakhalin Energy on 6 August 2013 that salmon fishing nets have been operating
both on shore and offshore in the vicinity of the mouth of Piltun Lagoon, north-eastern Sakhalin Island, the
core area used intensively by Gray whales, especially mothers with calves, during the summer and autumn
for feeding and transit. According to direct observations by Sakhalin Energy personnel (documented with
photographs), at least two nets approximately 1.5 km long are set perpendicular to the coastline, one at
52°46'47"N, 143°19'20"E and the other at 52°48'24"N, 143°19'20"E.

in the first few days of August, Sakhalin Energy personnel witnessed (and photographically documented)
gray whales, including mother-calf pairs, within 100 m of the salmon nets and very near shore.

This Panel and other forums have repeatedly emphasised the risk to gray whales of fixed fishing gear
deployed near shore in areas used intensively by the whales. For example, IUCN's Western Gray Whale
Rangewide Workshop (IUCN, 2008) concluded: “Because their propensity to feed near the bottom and their
highly coastal migratory routes put them in close contact with high concentrations of fixed fishing gear, gray
whales are likely at high risk of entanglement, and data from Eastern Gray whales appear to support this
(Heyning and Lewis, 1990)." Other studies in addition to that by Heyning and Lewis (1990) have also
established that Gray whales are vulnerable to entanglement in fixed nets set near shore (e.g. Barlow et al.,
1994; Baird et al., 2002).

The Panel believes that the risk to western gray whales from salmon fishing in their core feeding range in the
vicinity of the mouth of Piltun Lagoon is extremely high. Therefore we wish to reinforce the concern about
this matter already expressed to Russian authorities by Sakhalin Energy. We urge that action be taken
immediately to stop the commercial salmon fishing operations in the Piltun area and that an official
investigation and assessment be carried out (and made public) before any such operations are allowed to
resume there in the future.

Kind regards,
/ at,v\‘ka,(/_',c 4 ?/4/ ZAW €

Randall Reeves
WGWAP Chair, acting on behalf of the Panel

Annex 1: List of references mentioned in this statement
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Annex 2. Pycckull nepesod 3moao 3aseneHus

r-Hy AMupxaHoBy AMupxaHy MaromenoBuuy

3amecTutento Pykosoautens ®epaepanbHoii cnyx6bl no Haasopy B ciepe
NpUpoOOONONbL30BaHUA

3amecTutenio Mpeacenatens MexseaomTeeHHow PaGoyei Mpynnel no
o6ecne4yeHnio COXPaHEeHNWA OXOTCKO-KOPEHCKOW NONyNsALUMK ceporo kuta
123995, r. Mockea

Bonbluas Mpysukckas yn., 4/6

7 aerycta 2013 .

Tema: 3asBneHune o6 oBGecnokoeHHOCTH KOHCYNbTaTMBHOW rpynnbi MO 3anafHOTUXOOKEAHCKUM
cepbiM kuTam (KF3CK) B cBfA3M ¢ puckamu nococesoro npomMbicna BOnu3n 3anuBa NMunbTyH Ha
octpoBe CaxanuH Ha [lanbHeM BocToke Poccuu, rae HaxoauTcA KNIOYeBOW paloH Haryna sananHbIX
cepbIX KUTOB

YBaxaemblit AMupxan Maromegosuy,

6 abrycra 2013 r. «CaxanuH SHepmxun» coobymuna KM3CK, 4To cetn ans noenu nococs nenonb3ylTes y
nobepexbs U B Mope BOGMM3N ycTbA 3anuea lNuUNbTyH Ha ceBepo-BOCTOKE OCTPOBA CaxanvH B KIO4YeBOM
painoHe, KOTOPbIM IIETOM W OCEHbI0 MHTEHCUBHO MOMb3YIOTCA Cepblé KuTbl, B 0coBGEHHOCTU MaTepu C
[eTeHbILAMN, NS Haryna v nepeaBuxeHuit. Mo HabniofieHusaM COTpyAHUKoB «CaxanuH SHepaxu,
3aPUKCMPOBaHHLIM Ha boTorpadusx, Kak MUHUMYM aBe CeTi ANWHOM npubnuauteneHo 1,5 km Gbinun
yCTaHOBMNEHb! NepneHAnKynsipHo noGepexbio, 0AHa B TOYKE C KOOpAWHATaAMW 52°46'47" c.w., 143°19'20"
B.A. 1 Apyras B TO4Ke C koopanHatamn 52°48'24" c.w., 143°19'20" B.4.

B nepeble AHN aBrycTa coTpyaHukn «CaxanuH SHepaxv» Buienu (v caenanv dhoTorpacduv) cepbix KUTOB, B
TOM 4Yucne napbl maTtepent ¢ AeTeHblwamu, B npegenax 100 m oT Nococesbix ceTeil N ouyeHb BNU3KO K
Bepery.

B KM3CK u Ha apyrux copymax MHOroKpaTtHO OTMe4anoch, 4TO CTauuoHapHbie pbiOONOBHbIE CETH,
yCTaHOBNEHHblE BONU3M nobepexbs B WHTEHCMBHO MCMONb3YyEeMbIX KUTaMW pailoHax, npeacTasnaloT
onacHocTb AnA kutos. Hanpumep, Ha PernoHanbHoM ceMuHape MCOT1 no 3anagHbiM cepbim kutam (IUCN,
2008) 6bin caenaH crieayloLwuii BoiBoA: «OCKONbKY OHW CKIOHHBI K MPUAOHHOMY KOPMIEHWIO U MUTpUPYOT
HEenocpeacTBEHHO BAOMb nobepexbs, OHW HaxoAsaTCcA B HenocpencTBeHHoW 6rm3ocT OT TeX MecCT, rae
YCTaHOBNIEHO MHOFO CTALMOHAPHbBIX PbIGONOBHBIX CETEH, NOSTOMY BEPOSTHO, YTO BLICOK PUCK 3anyTbiBaHWA
CepbiX KUTOB B TaKWUX CETAX, U NPeACTaBNAETCA, YTO AaHHbIE O BOCTOYHbIX CepbIX KUTax (Heyning and Lewis,
1990) aTO noaTBEpKHalT». Hapsgy C uccneposaHuem XefHudra u JNlblouca (1990) B Apyrux
WCCnefoBaHUAX Taloke Obino YCTAHOBMEHO, YTO CYyLUECTBYET ONacHOCTb 3anyTbiBaHUA CEpbiX KMTOB B
CTaUMOHAPHBIX CETAX, HaxoAALUxXca BBnvan nobepexbs (Hanpumep, Barlow et al., 1994; Baird et al., 2002).

Kr3CK cuutaeT, 4To NpoMbICEN NOCOCA B KNIOYEBOM A 3anafHbiX CepbIX KUTOB HarynbHOM paitoHe B6nuaun
yCTbs 3anuBa MUNbTyH NPEACTaBNAET AN KUTOB YpesBblHaiHo 6onbLuUylo onacHoCTb. [103TOMY Mbl Takxe
Bblpaxaem 06ecnokoeHHOCTb B 3TOW CBA3MU, O YeM «CaxannH JHepmKn» yxe npouHgopmupoBana opraHsl
BnacTu P®. Mbl npusbiBaeM HEMEANEeHHO NPUHATb Mepbl ANA NpeKkpaweHus KOMMepYEeckoro npomeicna
nococs B paiioHe MunbTyHa v NpoBecTh oduumansHoe paccrneaosaHne v akenepTnay U oBHapogoBsaTth WX
pesynbTaThl, npexae yem byaeT 4aHo paspelleHne Ha B0306HOBNEHWE NOAOBHOro pbiGONOBHOIO NPOMbICHa
B JaHHOM paiioHe.

C ypaxeHunem,
MoanwucaHo:
Pengan PvBss, npeaceaatens KM3CK ot umenn KI3CK

Mpunoxexue 1: Cnucok nybnukayud, ynoMaHymbix € HacmosALwem 3aseeHuu
MpunoxeHxue 2: Pyccxuil nepesod amozo 3afeneHus
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Mr A. A. Krayniy

Head of the Federal Fisheries Agency

107996 Moscow, Rozhdestvenskiy Bouievard 12
Russian Federation

Tel. +7 (495) 628-23-20

Fax: +7 (495) 987-05-54

+7 (495) 628-19-04

7 August 2013

Re: Statement of Concern from the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel (WGWAP) on the risks of
salmon fishing near Piltun Lagoon, Sakhalin Island, Russian Far East, a core feeding area of
Western Gray whales

Dear Mr Krayniy,

The Panel was advised by Sakhalin Energy on 6 August 2013 that salmon fishing nets have been
operating both on shore and offshore in the vicinity of the mouth of Piltun Lagoon, north-eastern Sakhalin
Island, the core area used intensively by Gray whales, especially mothers with calves, during the summer
and autumn for feeding and transit. According to direct observations by Sakhalin Energy personnel
(documented with photographs), at least two nets approximately 1.5 km long are set perpendicular to the
coastline, one at 52°46'47"N, 143°19'20"E and the other at 52°48'24"N, 143°19'20"E.

In the first few days of August, Sakhalin Energy personnel witnessed (and photographically documented)
gray whales, including mother-calf pairs, within 100 m of the salmon nets and very near shore.

This Panel and other forums have repeatedly emphasised the risk to gray whales of fixed fishing gear
deployed near shore in areas used intensively by the whales. For example, IUCN’'s Western Gray Whale
Rangewide Workshop (IUCN, 2008) concluded: “Because their propensity to feed near the bottom and
their highly coastal migratory routes put them in close contact with high concentrations of fixed fishing
gear, gray whales are likely at high risk of entanglement, and data from Eastern Gray whales appear to
support this (Heyning and Lewis, 1990)." Other studies in addition to that by Heyning and Lewis (1990)
have also established that Gray whales are vulnerable to entanglement in fixed nets set near shore (e.g.
Barlow et al., 1994; Baird et al., 2002).

The Panel believes that the risk to western gray whales from salmon fishing in their core feeding range in
the vicinity of the mouth of Piltun Lagoon is extremely high. Therefore we wish to reinforce the concern
about this matter already expressed to Russian authorities by Sakhalin Energy. We urge that action be
taken immediately to stop the commercial salmon fishing operations in the Piltun area and that an official
investigation and assessment be carried out (and made public) before any such operations are allowed to
resume there in the future.

Kind regards,
/ 2&4/\14,@@ "1""?/40.4 vt

Randall Reeves
WGWAP Chair, acting on behalf of the Panel
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Annex 2. Pycckuli nepesod amozo 3aseneHus

r-Hy KpaitHomy AHApeto AHaToNbeBUYYy

Pykosogutenio ®enepanbHOro areHTCTEa no pbibononcTay
107996, r. Mocksa

PoxpaecteeHckuin Gynbeap, gom 12

7 aerycta 2013,

Tema: 3anBneHue o6 ob6ecnokoeHHocTH KOHCynbTaTMBHOM Fpynnkl NO 3anagHOTUXOOKEaHCKUM
cepbiM kutam (KF3CK) B cBA3M C pUcCKamMu NOCOCEBOro npombicna B6NW3u 3anusa MuUnbTyH Ha
octpose CaxanuH Ha [lanbHem Boctoke PoccuM, rae HaxoauTCsi KNiOYeBOW pPaWoH Haryna
3anagHbIX cepbiX KUTOB

YBaxaemblii AHapei AHaTonbeBuy,

6 aerycta 2013 r. «CaxanuH JHepaxn» coobwmna KM3CK, 4yTo ceTn ans noBnu nococs UCnonb3yTes y
nobepexbs U B Mope B6NUan ycTbs 3anuea MunbTyH Ha CEBEPO-BOCTOKE OCTPOBa CaxalinH B KNUYeBOM
paiioHe, KOTOPbIM NIETOM W OCEHbI0 WHTEHCMBHO MOIIb3YIOTCH Cepble KWTbl, B OCOGEHHOCTU MaTepu ¢
AeTeHblwamn, ANA Haryna v nepegswkeduit. Mo HabniogeHusam coTpyAHWkoB «CaxanuH OHEepmKW»,
3achMKCMpoBaHHLIM Ha oTorpadusax, Kak MAHUMYM ABE CeTW AnuHoW npubnnautensHo 1,5 kM Obinu
yCTaHOBMNEHbI NEPNeHANKYNApHO nobepexbio, OaHa B TOUKe ¢ koopanHaTamu 52°46'47" c.w., 143°19'20"
B.4. M Apyras B TOYKe C koopauHatamu 52°48'24" c.ui., 143°19'20" B.A.

B nepsbie AHW aBrycta coTpyaHuku «CaxanuH OHepmxu» Buaenn (M cgenanu cororpacgumn) cepbix
KWTOB, B TOM uMCne napbl mMatepei ¢ aeTeHbiwamu, B npegenax 100 m OT NococeBbiX CETEN U O4EHb
onusko k 6epery.

B KM3CK v Ha apyrux copymMax MHOrOKpaTHO OTMEeYanocb, YTO CTauvoHapHble pbiGONoBHbIE CETH,
ycTaHoBneHHble BO6NU3N NOGepexbs B UHTEHCUBHO MCNONb3yembiX KWTaMu panoHax, NpeactaBnsaloT
onacHocTb Ans kutoB. Hanpumep, Ha PernoHanbHom cemuHape MCOIN no 3anafgHbiM CepbiM kutam
(IUCN, 2008) 6bin caenaH cnegylowwuil Boieog: «TOCKONbKY OHW CKMOHHbI K MPUAOHHOMY KOPMNEHUo U
MUFPUPYIOT HENOCPEACTBEHHO BAONb NOBepexbs, OHW HaxoAsATCs B HENOCPEACTBEHHOW Bnn3ocTy ot Tex
MECT, r4e yCTaHOBMEHO MHOrO CTaLMOHaPHbIX PbIGONOBHLIX CETeN, NOITOMY BEPOATHO, YTO BbICOK PUCK
3anyTblBaHUA CepbIX KWUTOB B TaKUX CETAX, U NPEeACTaBAETCs, YTO AaHHble O BOCTOYHbIX CEpbIX KUTax
(Heyning and Lewis, 1990) ato noateepxaatoT». Hapagy ¢ nccneaosaHweM XeiHudra v Jlbtonca (1990)
B APYrMX UCCNEAOoBaHUAX Takke ObINo yCTAHOBMEHO, YTO CYLECTBYET ONacHOCTb 3anyThiBaHMA Cepbix
KWTOB B CTaLIMOHaPHBIX CETSX, Haxoaawmxcsa B6nnan nobepexbs (Hanpumep, Barlow et al., 1994; Baird et
al., 2002).

KF3CK cuutaeT, 4TO nNpombicen Nococs B KNOYEBOM ANA 3anafHbiX CEpbIX KWTOB HarynbHOM paioHe
BONU3N yCTbA 3anuea MWNbTYH NpeAcTaBnseT ANS KUTOB Ype3BblyaiHo Gorbiuylo onacHoCTb. Moatomy
Mbl Takke Bblpaxaem OGECnoKOGHHOCTL B 3TOi cBA3W, O dem «CaxannH OHepmku»  yxe
npouHdopmupoBana opraHbel Bnacty P®. Mbl npu3biBaeM HeEMeANneHHO MpuHATL Mepbl AnA
npekpaLleHnsi KOMMEpYECKOro rMpoMbicna nococs B paitoHe [MunbTyHa W npoBecTw oduuuanbHoe
paccrefoBaHve u aKCnepTuay U oBHapofoBaTh WX pesynbTaThl, npexae Yem ByneT AaHo paspelueHue
Ha Bo306HOBNEHWe NoaoBHOro PuIGONIOBHOrO NPOMbICHAa B AGHHOM paiioHe.

C yBaxeHuem,
MoanwcaHo:
Pexpan Pues, npeacenatens KF3CK ot umenn KF3CK

MpunoxeHue 1: Cnucok nybnukayudl, yrmoMsaHYMbIX 8 HaCMOoAWeM 3adeneHuu
Mpunoxerue 2: Pycckull nepesod 3moao 3ane/1eHus
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Ms N.V. Salayeva, Minister

Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment Protection of Sakhalin Oblast
693000 Yuzhno Sakhalinsk, Prospect Mira 107
Russian Federation

Tel.: +7 (4242) 498-201

Fax +7 (4242) 498-216

7 August 2013

Re: Statement of Concern from the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel (WGWAP) on the risks of
salmon fishing near Piltun Lagoon, Sakhalin Island, Russian Far East, a core feeding area of Western
Gray whales

Dear Ms Salayeva,

The Panel was advised by Sakhalin Energy on 6 August 2013 that salmon fishing nets have been operating
both on shore and offshore in the vicinity of the mouth of Piltun Lagoon, north-eastern Sakhalin Island, the
core area used intensively by Gray whales, especially mothers with calves, during the summer and autumn for
feeding and transit. According to direct observations by Sakhalin Energy personnel (documented with
photographs), at least two nets approximately 1.5 km long are set perpendicular to the coastline, one at
52°46'47"N, 143°19'20"E and the other at 52°48'24"N, 143°19'20"E.

In the first few days of August, Sakhalin Energy personnel witnessed (and photographically documented) gray
whales, including mother-calf pairs, within 100 m of the salmon nets and very near shore.

This Panel and other forums have repeatedly emphasised the risk to gray whales of fixed fishing gear
deployed near shore in areas used intensively by the whales. For example, IUCN's Western Gray Whale
Rangewide Workshop (IUCN, 2008) concluded: “Because their propensity to feed near the bottom and their
highly coastal migratory routes put them in close contact with high concentrations of fixed fishing gear, gray
whales are likely at high risk of entanglement, and data from Eastern Gray whales appear to support this
(Heyning and Lewis, 1990).” Other studies in addition to that by Heyning and Lewis (1990) have also
established that Gray whales are vulnerable to entanglement in fixed nets set near shore (e.g. Barlow et al.,
1994; Baird et al., 2002).

The Panel believes that the risk to western gray whales from salmon fishing in their core feeding range in the
vicinity of the mouth of Piltun Lagoon is extremely high. Therefore we wish to reinforce the concern about this
matter already expressed to Russian authorities by Sakhalin Energy. We urge that action be taken
immediately to stop the commercial salmon fishing operations in the Piltun area and that an official
investigation and assessment be carried out (and made public) before any such operations are allowed to
resume there in the future.

Kind regards,

Randall Reeves
WGWAP Chair acting on behalf of the Panel

Annex 1: List of references mentioned in this statement
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Annex 2. Pycckuli nepegod 3moeo 3asiefieHusi

Nxa CanaeBa Hatanba BaneHTMHOBHA, MuHucTtp
MuHMCTEPCTBO NPUPOAHBLIX PECYPCOB U OXPaHblI
OoKpyXatowen cpeabl CaxanmMHckon obnactu
693000 r.FOxHo-CaxanuHck, np-kt Mupa, 107

Ten.: +7 (4242) 498-201, cpakc +7 (4242) 498-216

7 aBrycta 2013 r.

Tema: 3asnBneHne o6 obecnokoeHHOCTU KOHCynbTaTUBHOM rpynnbl MO 3anagHOTUXOOKEAaHCKUM CepbIM
kutam (KF3CK) B cBsi3u ¢ puckamm nococeBoro npombicna B6nu3m 3anusa MNunbTyH Ha ocTpoBe
CaxanuH Ha JanbHem Boctoke Poccum, rae HaxoauTcA KIHOYEBOM pPavMoH Haryna 3anafgHbIX cepbix
KUTOB

YBaxkaemasa Hatanbsa BaneHTnHOBHA,

6 aBrycra 2013 r. «CaxanuH 3OHepaxu» coobwmna KI3CK, yto cetu ans noeny nococst UCNosb3yTes Y
nobepexes n B Mmope BO6NU3KM ycTbsa 3anuea [MMnbTyH Ha ceBepo-BOCTOKE ocTpoBa CaxanuH B KNHOYEBOM
parioHe, KOTOPbIM NIEeTOM WM OCEHbl) WHTEHCUBHO MOMb3ylOTCA Cepble KuTbl, B OCOBEHHOCTM MaTepu C
AeTeHblwamn, Ans Haryna wu nepegBwkeHun. o HabnogeHnsm coTpyaHukoB «CaxanmuH J3Hepaxny,
3ahUKCUPOBAHHbIM Ha poTorpacumsix, kaKk MUHUMYM [OBE CeTU ANMHOM npubnuantenbHo 1,5 km Gbinn
YCTaHOBMEHbI NEPNEHANKYNAPHO Nobepexbto, ogHa B TOYKE € koopanHatamu 52°46'47" c.w., 143°19'20" B.A.
M gpyrasi B TOUKe ¢ koopauMHaTamu 52°48'24" c.w., 143°19'20" B.A.

B nepBble gHM aBrycTta coTpyaHukm «CaxanuH JHepopxku» Buaenn (v coenanu gotorpacun) cepbix KUTOB, B
TOM 4Yucne napbl MaTepen ¢ geTeHsbiwamu, B npegenax 100 M OT nococeBbIX ceTen U o4eHb 6nnsko K bepery.

B KI3CK u Ha pgpyrmx dopymax MHOrOKpaTHO OTMEeYariocb, YTO CTauuMoHapHble pPbIOOMNOBHbIE CETY,
yCTaHOBMNEHHble BOMM3M nobepexbss B WHTEHCMBHO WCMOMb3yEeMbIX KUTaMW panoHax, NpeacTaBnsalT
onacHocTb ans kuToB. Hanpumep, Ha PernoHansHom cemmHape MCOIT no 3anagHeiMm cepbim kutam (IUCN,
2008) 6bIn coenaH cneyowmn BelBoA: «1OCKONbKY OHW CKMOHHbI K NPUAOHHOMY KOPMIIEHUIO Y MUTPUPYIOT
HenocpeacTBEHHO BOOMb MobOepexbsi, OHM HaXoOsATCs B HemnocpencTBEHHOW OnM3ocTU OT Tex MecCT, rae
YCTaHOBMEHO MHOMO CTaLMOHapHbIX PbIGONOBHLIX CETEW, NOSTOMY BEPOSITHO, YTO BbICOK PUCK 3anyTbiBaHUA
CepbIX KUTOB B TaKWUX CETHX, U NPeACTaBNsAeTcs, YTO AaHHbIe O BOCTOYHBIX cepbix kuTax (Heyning and Lewis,
1990) ato noaTeepxaatoT». Hapsagy ¢ nccnegosaHuem XenHuHra u Jlstonca (1990) B gpyrnx uccnegoBaHmsax
Takke 6bINO yCTAHOBMEHO, YTO CYyLLECTBYeT OMacHOCTb 3anyTbiBaHWUS CepbiX KUTOB B CTaLMOHAPHbLIX CEeTSX,
HaxogAawwmxcst B6nman nobepexbs (Hanpumep, Barlow et al., 1994; Baird et al., 2002).

KIM3CK cuuTaeT, 4To NpoMbICEN NOCOCH B KMNOYEBOM Afs 3anagHblX cepbiX KUTOB HaryrnbHOM pavioHe B6nun3u
ycTbsa 3anuBa NunbTyH npeacTaBnseT ANA KMTOB Ype3BbldanHO GOMbLUyd ONacHOCTb. [103TOMy Mbl Takke
BblpaXkaeM 06EeCnoKOEHHOCTb B 3TOM CBA3N, 0 YeM «CaxanuH SHepaxu» yxe npovHdopMupoBana opraHbl
Bractn P®. Mbl npu3biBaem HeMeAneHHO MPUHATL Mepbl ANS NpekpalleHnss KOMMEepPYecKoro mnpombicna
nococs B panoHe NunbTyHa n npoBecTn oduumanbHoe paccrnegoBaHMe U 3KCnepTusy M 0BHapodoBaTh WX
pesynbTaTthl, Npexae Yem byaeT AaHo paspelleHne Ha BO30OHOBNeHMe NogobHOro pbiIGoNOBHOMO NpoMbIcia
B J@aHHOM panoHe.

C yBaxeHunewm,
MNognucanHo:
Penpgan Puss, npeacenartens KI3CK ot umenmn KI'3CK

lpunoxeHue 1: Crnucok nybnukayud, yrnoMsiHymbIX 8 Hacmoswem 3asigrieHuu
lpunoxeHue 2: Pycckuli nepegod 3moeo 3as18/1eHust
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Mr S.P. Karepkin

Deputy Chair of the Commission for

Regulating the catch of anadromous type of fish in
the Sakhalin Oblast, Russian Federation

Tel. +7 (4242) 469-110

Fax: +7 (4242) 469-475

7 August 2013

Re: Statement of Concern from the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel (WGWAP) on the risks of
salmon fishing near Piltun Lagoon, Sakhalin Island, Russian Far East, a core feeding area of
Western Gray whales

Dear Mr Karepkin,

The Panel was advised by Sakhalin Energy on 6 August 2013 that saimon fishing nets have been
operating both on shore and offshore in the vicinity of the mouth of Piltun Lagoon, north-eastern Sakhalin
Island, the core area used intensively by Gray whales, especially mothers with calves, during the summer
and autumn for feeding and transit. According to direct observations by Sakhalin Energy personnel
(documented with photographs), at least two nets approximately 1.5 km long are set perpendicular to the
coastline, one at 52°46'47"N, 143°19'20"E and the other at 52°48'24"N, 143°19'20"E.

In the first few days of August, Sakhalin Energy personnel witnessed (and photographically documented)
gray whales, including mother-calf pairs, within 100 m of the salmon nets and very near shore.

This Panel and other forums have repeatedly emphasised the risk to gray whales of fixed fishing gear
deployed near shore in areas used intensively by the whales. For example, [IUCN's Western Gray Whale
Rangewide Workshop (IUCN, 2008) concluded: “Because their propensity to feed near the bottom and their
highly coastal migratory routes put them in close contact with high concentrations of fixed fishing gear, gray
whales are likely at high risk of entanglement, and data from Eastern Gray whales appear to support this
(Heyning and Lewis, 1990)." Other studies in addition to that by Heyning and Lewis (1990) have also
established that Gray whales are vulnerable to entanglement in fixed nets set near shore (e.g. Barlow et
al., 1994; Baird et al., 2002).

The Panel believes that the risk to western gray whales from salmon fishing in their core feeding range in
the vicinity of the mouth of Piltun Lagoon is extremely high. Therefore we wish to reinforce the concern
about this matter already expressed to Russian authorities by Sakhalin Energy. We urge that action be
taken immediately to stop the commercial salmon fishing operations in the Piltun area and that an official
investigation and assessment be carried out (and made public) before any such operations are allowed to
resume there in the future.

Kind regards,

/@&w&u@@ YU lwta—

Randall Reeves
WGWAP Chair, acting on behalf of the Panel
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T-Hy KapenkuHy Cepreto NetpoBuuy

3amecTutento npeacepartens Komuccun

no perynupoBaHmnio oduiumn (BbINOBA) aHAAPOMHbLIX
BuaoB pbid B Caxanunckon obnactu

7 aBrycta 2013r.

Tema: 3asBneHue o6 obecnokoeHHocTH KOHCynbTaTUBHOWM rpynfbl MO 3anagHOTUXOOKEAHCKUM
cepbiM kuTam (KIF3CK) B cBA3M ¢ pUcKamu JIOCOCEBOro Npombicna B6nu3n 3anumBa MUNbLTYH Ha
ocTpoBe CaxanuH Ha fanbHem BocToke Poccuu, rae HaxoauTcs Knio4eBo# paiioH Haryna
3anagHblX cepbiX KHTOB

Yeaxaemblit Cepreit MNeTpoBud,

6 aBrycta 2013 r. «CaxanuH OHepaxu» cooblmna KIr3CK, 4to ceTn 4ns NoBnu Nococa UCnonbayloTea y
noGepexbs U B Mope BGNMan ycTba 3anvea UnbTyH Ha ceBepo-BOCTOke ocTpoBa CaxanuH B Knio4eBoM
paiioHe, KOTOPbIM NETOM M OCEHbK WHTEHCWBHO NONb3YIOTCH Cepble KuTbl, B OCOBEHHOCTU MaTepu C
AeTeHbllamn, Ans Haryna u nepegswxeruit. Mo HabnioaeHUsm COTPYAHUKOB «CaxanuH OJHepaXu»,
3adUKCUPOBaHHLIM Ha OTOrpacusx, Kak MAHUMYM ABE CETW ANMWUHOA npudnmauTenbHo 1,5 kM Obinu
YCTaHOBNEHbI NEPMEHANKYNAPHO NoGepexbio, OfHa B Touke C koopauHatamu 52°46'47" c.u., 143°19'20"
B.A. W Apyras B TOYKe C koopauHatamu 52°48'24" c.wi., 143°19'20" B.4.

B nepeble AHW aBrycta coTpyaHuku «CaxanuH JHepmikuy Buaenu (v caenanu hoTorpauin) cepbix KUTOB,
B TOM YuCre napbl MaTepeil ¢ aeTeHbiwamu, B npegenax 100 M oT fococeBbIX CETeN N O4YeHb GnusKo K
Gepery.

B KM3CK n Ha apyrux copymax MHOMOKpaTHO OTMEYanoCh, YTO CTauMOHapHble pbiGONoBHble ceTw,
YCTAHOBNEHHbIE BOMMaN MoGepexbsi B WHTEHCWBHO WCMONb3yeMbiX KUTaMu panoHax, NpeacTaensior
onacHocTb Ans kutoB. Hanpumep, Ha PerunonansHom cemuHape MCOIM no 3anapHbiM cepbiM KkuTam
(IUCN, 2008) 6bin caenaH cneayowmii BoiBoA: «IOCKONBbKY OHW CKMOHHBI K NPUAOHHOMY KOPMNEHWULO U
MUTPUPYIOT HEMOCPEACTBEHHO BAONb nobepeXbsl, OHW HAXOAATCH B HenocpencTBeHHon BnNn3ocTn oT Tex
MECT, A€ YCTaHOBMEHO MHOMO CTaLMOHAapPHbLIX PhIBONOBHLIX CETEH, NOITOMY BEPOATHO, YTO BbICOK PUCK
3anyTbiBaHUA CepbiX KUTOB B TaKUX CETHAX, W NPEACTaBNAETCH, YTO AaHHbIE O BOCTOYHbIX CEPbIX KUTax
(Heyning and Lewis, 1990) aTo noaTsepxaaioT». Hapsay ¢ uccneposaHneM XeiHuHra v Jibionca (1990) B
APYrMX UCCNeaoBaHWaX Takke BbiNo yCTaHOBMEHO, YTO CyLLEeCTBYET ONacHOCTL 3anyTbiBaHWA CepPbIX KNTOB
B CTAUMOHaPHbIX CeTsX, Haxomswmuxcs B6nuav nobepexbs (Hanpumep, Barlow et al., 1994; Baird et al.,
2002).

KM3CK cuMTaeT, YTO NpOMbICEN MOCOCH B KNIOYEBOM ANS 3anafHbiX CepbiX KMTOB HarynbHOM panoHe
B6MM3N ycTbA 3annBa MUNbTyH NPeACTaBNAET ANS KUTOB Ype3BbiHaiHO GOMbLUYI0 ONAcHOCTb. 103TOMY Mbl
TaKKe BbipaxaeM 06eCnoKOEHHOCTb B 3TON CBA3W, 0 YeM «CaxanuH SHEPAXU» YXKe NpouHbopmupoBana
opraHbl Bnactu P®. Mbl npuabiBaem HeMeAneHHO NPUHATE MEpbl ANA MPeKpaweHWs KOMMep4eckoro
npombiCria nococs B paioHe MMunbTyHa v nposecTu oguuuanbHoe paccriefoBaHne W 3KCNepTusy u
o6HapoaoBaTh MX pesynbTaThl, Npexpe yYem GydeT AaHO paspelleHne Ha Bo3oGHoBreHwe nofoGHoOro
pbIGONOBHOrO NPOMbICHA B aHHOM panoHe.

C yBaxeHuem,
MoanucaHo:
Penpan Puss, npeaceaarent KF3CK ot umenu KM3CK

Mpunoxexue 1: Cnucok nybnuxkayud, ynoMsaHymelx 8 HACMOAWEM 3aseieHuu
MMpunoxexue 2: Pycckuli nepesod 3moezo 3aseneHus
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7 August 2013

Re: Statement of Concern from the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel (WGWAP) on the risks of
salmon fishing near Piltun Lagoon, Sakhalin Island, Russian Far East, a core feeding area of
Western Gray whales

Dear Mr Kozlov,

The Panel was advised by Sakhalin Energy on 6 August 2013 that salmon fishing nets have been
operating both on shore and offshore in the vicinity of the mouth of Piltun Lagoon, north-eastern Sakhalin
Island, the core area used intensively by Gray whales, especially mothers with calves, during the summer
and autumn for feeding and transit. According to direct observations by Sakhalin Energy personnel
(documented with photographs), at least two nets approximately 1.5 km long are set perpendicular to the
coastline, one at 52°46'47"N, 143°19'20"E and the other at 52°48'24"N, 143°19'20"E.

In the first few days of August, Sakhalin Energy personnel witnessed (and photographically documented)
gray whales, including mother-calf pairs, within 100 m of the salmon nets and very near shore.

This Panel and other forums have repeatedly emphasised the risk to gray whales of fixed fishing gear
deployed near shore in areas used intensively by the whales. For example, IUCN's Western Gray Whale
Rangewide Workshop (IUCN, 2008) concluded: “Because their propensity to feed near the bottom and
their highly coastal migratory routes put them in close contact with high concentrations of fixed fishing
gear, gray whales are likely at high risk of entanglement, and data from Eastern Gray whales appear to
support this (Heyning and Lewis, 1990)." Other studies in addition to that by Heyning and Lewis (1990)
have also established that Gray whales are vulnerable to entanglement in fixed nets set near shore (e.g.
Barlow et al., 1994; Baird et al., 2002).

The Panel believes that the risk to western gray whales from salmon fishing in their core feeding range in
the vicinity of the mouth of Piltun Lagoon is extremely high. Therefore we wish to reinforce the concern
about this matter already expressed to Russian authorities by Sakhalin Energy. We urge that action be
taken immediately to stop the commercial salmon fishing operations in the Piltun area and that an official
investigation and assessment be carried out (and made public) before any such operations are allowed to
resume there in the future.

Kind regards,

/ 2&4,44/4(}412 1”%4, v ta—

Randall Reeves
WGWARP Chair, acting on behalf of the Panel
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Annex 2: Pycckuli nepeeod smoeo 3aseneHus

r-ny Koanosy Makcumy Feopruesuvy
PykoBoguTento CaxanuHo-Kypunbckoro
TeppuTOopManbLHoro ynpassnexsus PocpbiGonoscrea
693006, KOxHo-CaxannHck

yn.Emenbs+oBa 43-A

7 aerycTta 2013,

Tema: 3anBneHne 06 o06ecnokoeHHOCTM KOHCYNbTaTUBHOW rPynfbl NO 3aNagHOTUXOOKEaHCKUM
cepbim kutam (KF3CK) 8 cBA3M ¢ puckamu NOCOCEBOro Npombicna B6NnM3u 3anuea MunbTyH Ha
ocTpoBe CaxanuH Ha [annHem BocToke Poccun, roe HaxoauTcsi Knio4yeBoW paWoH Haryna
3anagHbIX CepbiX KUTOB

YpaxaeMblit Makcum Meopruesny,

6 aerycta 2013 r. «CaxanuH OHepmxu» coobwuna KIM3CK, 4to cetm ansi NoBfn nococs WCnonb3yTes y
nobepexba M B Mope B6NMan ycTba 3anuea MUMbTYH Ha CEeBEPO-BOCTOKE OCTPoBa CaxamnuH B KIo4eBoM
paiioHe, KOTOPLIM NETOM M OCEHbI0 MHTEHCMBHO NONb3YIOTCS Cepble KuTbl, B OCOGEHHOCTW MaTtepu C
JeTeHbllamu, Ana Haryna u nepeasibkeHwid. Mo HabnoaeHuAM COTPYAHWKOB «CaxanvuH SHepmkuny,
3apuKCUPOBaHHLIM Ha hoTorpacmax, Kak MUHUMYM ABe CEeTU AMMHON npubnnantenbHo 1,5 kM Gbinu
yCTaHOBMNeHbl NepneHAnKYNapHO nobepexblo, 04Ha B TOYKE C KoopAnHaTaMu 52°46'47" c.w., 143°19'20"
B.4. U Apyras B TOMKe C koopAuHatamu 52°48'24" c.w., 143°19'20" B.A.

B nepeble gHW aBrycra coTpyaHwkn «CaxanvH SHepixu» suaenu (v caenanu dotorpadum) cepbix
KATOB, B TOM YMCNE napbl Matepeil ¢ geTeHbiwamu, B npeaenax 100 M OT NOCOCEBbIX CETEN U OYEeHb
6nusko k Hepery.

B KI3CK n Ha apyrux ¢opymax MHOrOKpaTHO OTMEYarocb, YTO CTauWOHapHble PbiGONOBHbIE CETW,
yCTaHOBIEHHble B6MU3N nobepexbs B WHTEHCWBHO WCMONMb3yEeMblX KUTamu paioHax, npeAcTaBnsAloT
onacHocTb AN kutoB. Hanpumep, Ha PernoHansHom cemunape MCOI no sanaaHbiM cepbiM kuTam
(IUCN, 2008) 6bin caenaH cnegylowuil BeiBoA: «OCKONBEKY OHW CKIOHHBI K MPUAOHHOMY KOpMIIEHWHO 1
MUFPVPYIOT HENOCPELACTBEHHO BAONb NOBEPEXbsi, OHW HAaxoAATCA B HENOCPEACTBEHHOW 6nM30CTU OT Tex
MECT, rge YyCTaHOBMNEHO MHOMO CTaUMOHapHBIX PbIGONOBHBIX CETEN, MO3STOMY BEPOATHO, YTO BbLICOK PUCK
3anyTbIBAHUSA CepbiX KUTOB B TakMX CETAX, U NPeACTaBnseTCs, YTO AaHHbIE O BOCTOYHBIX CepblX KuTax
(Heyning and Lewis, 1990) aTo noaTBepxaatoT». Hapaay ¢ uccneaosaqnem XeinuHra u Jlbionca (1990)
B APYrMX UCCNeaoBaHWsX Takke ObiNo ycTaHOBMEHO, YTO CYLIEeCTBYeT OrMacHOCTb 3anyThiBaHuA Cepbix
KUTOB B CTALIMOHAPHbIX CETAX, HaxoasLwmxcs B6nnan nobepexbs (Hanpumep, Barlow et al., 1994; Baird et
al., 2002).

KI3CK cuuTaer, 4TO NpoMbICEN NOCOCA B KIKOYEBOM ANS 3anafHbiX CepbiX KUTOB HarynbHOM paiioHe
B6NN3N yCcTbs 3anuBa MUnbTyH NpeacTaBnsaeT ANA KUTOB YpeaBblidaiHo Gonbluylo onacHocTk. Moatomy
Mbl TakKe Bblpaxaem O0OECNOKOEHHOCTb B 3TOi CBA3K, © ueM «CaxanuH 3JHepaxu»  yxe
NPOVHGOopMUpoBana opraHbl Bnactu P®. Mbl npusbiBaem HemeaneHHo MpUHATb Mepbl ANs
NPEKpaLLEHNs KOMMEPYECKOro MpoMbicna Nococs B paiioHe lunbTyHa W npoBecTu oduunanbHoe
paccnefioBaHue 1 aKCcnepTuay U oBHapopoBaTh UX pe3ynbTaThl, Npexae Yem OydeT AaHo pa3spellerue
Ha BO306HOBNEHNe Noao6HOro pbiGONOBHOrO NPOMBICTA B AHHOM paioHe.

C yBaxeHuewm,
MoanucaHo:

Penaan Pwes, npeaceaatens KM3CK ot umenn Kr3CK

Mpunoxerue 1: Cnucok nybnukayud, ynoMsaHymbIX 8 Hacmosauwem 3aseneHuu
MpunoxeHue 2: Pycckull nepesod 3moeo 3aseneHus
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7 August 2013

Re: Statement of Concern from the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel (WGWAP) on the risks of
salmon fishing near Piltun Lagoon, Sakhalin Island, Russian Far East, a core feeding area of
Western Gray whales

Dear Mr Kolotushkin,

The Panel was advised by Sakhalin Energy on 6 August 2013 that salmon fishing nets have been
operating both on shore and offshore in the vicinity of the mouth of Piltun Lagoon, north-eastern Sakhalin
Island, the core area used intensively by Gray whales, especially mothers with calves, during the summer
and autumn for feeding and transit. According to direct observations by Sakhalin Energy personnel
(documented with photographs), at least two nets approximately 1.5 km long are set perpendicular to the
coastline, one at 52°46'47"N, 143°19'20"E and the other at 52°48'24"N, 143°19'20"E.

In the first few days of August, Sakhalin Energy personnel witnessed (and photographically documented)
gray whales, including mother-calf pairs, within 100 m of the salmon nets and very near shore.

This Panel and other forums have repeatedly emphasised the risk to gray whales of fixed fishing gear
deployed near shore in areas used intensively by the whales. For example, [IUCN's Western Gray Whale
Rangewide Workshop (IJUCN, 2008) concluded: “Because their propensity to feed near the bottom and their
highly coastal migratory routes put them in close contact with high concentrations of fixed fishing gear, gray
whales are likely at high risk of entanglement, and data from Eastern Gray whales appear to support this
(Heyning and Lewis, 1990)." Other studies in addition to that by Heyning and Lewis (1990) have also
established that Gray whales are vulnerable to entanglement in fixed nets set near shore (e.g. Barlow et
al., 1994; Baird et al., 2002).

The Panel believes that the risk to western gray whales from salmon fishing in their core feeding range in
the vicinity of the mouth of Piltun Lagoon is extremely high. Therefore we wish to reinforce the concern
about this matter already expressed to Russian authorities by Sakhalin Energy. We urge that action be
taken immediately to stop the commercial salmon fishing operations in the Piltun area and that an official
investigation and assessment be carried out (and made public) before any such operations are allowed to
resume there in the future.

Kind regards,
/ 8&«»«1!241&@ VI Lt

Randall Reeves
WGWAP Chair, acting on behalf of the Panel

Annex 1: List of references mentioned in this statement
Annex 2: Pycckuii nepeeod 3mozo 3aneneHus
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r-Hy KonotywkuHy Maesny CepreeBuuy
PykoBoauTtento AreHTcTBa no pbI6onoBcTay
no CaxanuHckol obnacTu

693009, r. KOxHo-CaxanuHck
KommyHWCTUYeCKWiA npocnexkT, A. 32, ocuc 111

7 aBrycta 2013 .

Tema: 3asBnieHne o6 oGecnokoeHHOocTH KOHCYnbTaTMBHOW Tpynnbl NO 3anagHOTUXOOKeaHCKUM
cepbiM kutam (KF3CK) B ¢BA3M C puckamu NOCOCEBOro NMpombicna BONM3uM 3anuea MunbTyH Ha
ocTpoBe CaxanuH Ha [anbHem Boctoke Poccuu, roe Haxoautcs KNIOYeBOW paWoH Haryna
3anapHbIX cepbiX KUTOB

YeaxaeMbiil Maeen Cepreesny,

6 asrycta 2013 r. «CaxanuH OHepaxuy» cooblyuna KI3CK, 4To ceTn Ans noBnu niococs UcnonbayoTes y
noGepexbs 1 B Mope B6NM3N ycTbs 3anuea MunbTyH Ha ceBepo-BOCTOke ocTpoBa CaxanuH B Kiio4eBoM
paiioHe, KOTOPbIM NETOM W OCEHbK WHTEHCUBHO NONb3YIOTCS Cepbie KUTbl, B OCODEHHOCTU maTepu C
AeTeHbIamu, ANA Haryna v nepeaswkeHui. Mo HabnioaeHnam coTpyaHukoB «CaxanuH SHepaXu»,
3abUKCMPOBEHHLIM Ha dboTorpadusx, Kak MUHUMyM ABE CEeTU AnuHoW npubnuautensHo 1,5 kM Gbinw
yCTaHOBMEHbI NEPNEHANKYNAPHO noBepexbio, OAHa B TouKe C KoopauHatamu 52°46'47" c.w., 143°19'20"
B.A. U ApYras B TOYKE C KoopauHatamu 52°48'24" c.w., 143°19'20" B.A.

B nepeble AHW aBrycTa cOTpyAHMKN «CaxanvH QHepmkv» BUAENW (1 caenanu cotorpadum) cepbix KUTOB,
B TOM YUCrie napbl Matepei ¢ AeTeHbllamu, B npegenax 100 m oT nococesblX ceTer U odeHb BnN3Ko K
Bepery.

B KM3CK v Ha gpyrux ¢opymax MHOFOKpaTHO OTMEYanoch, 4TO CTauuoHapHble pbiGonoBHble ceTw,
yCTaHOBNEeHHble BOnMau nobepexbs B MHTEHCWBHO WCNONMb3yeMblX KUTamu paioHax, MpeacTasnsioT
onacHocTb Ans kuto. Hanpwmep, Ha PernoHansHom cemunape MCOIN no 3anafHbiM CepbiM KaTam
(IUCN, 2008) 6bin cgenaH crneaytownid BbiBoA: «OCKONbKY OHW CKMOHHbLI K NPWOOHHOMY KOPMNEHWIO U
MUrPUPYIOT HENOCPEACTBEHHO BAOMb NOBGEPEXbs, OHU HAXOAATCA B HENOCPEACTBEHHOW BNN30CTH OT TeX
MECT, rie€ YCTAHOBIEHO MHOMO CTaUMOHAPHbIX PbIGONOBHLIX CETEW, NO3TOMY BEPOATHO, YTO BbLICOK PUCK
3anyTbiBAHUSA CEpbIX KWTOB B TaKUX CETAX, W NpeacTaBnsercs, YTo AaHHble O BOCTOMHbIX CEpbIX KUTax
(Heyning and Lewis, 1990) sTo nogTeepxaaloT». Hapsgy ¢ uccneaoBaHnem XeiiHntra v Jisiouca (1990) B
APYrX UCCneaoBanHusix Takke ObiNo YCTAHOBNEHO, YTO CYLIECTBYET ONacHOCTb 3anyThiBaHWA CepbiX KUTOB
B CTALMOHaPHBIX CETsIX, Haxoaswwuxcs BGnnav nobepexbs (Hanpumep, Barlow et al., 1994; Baird et al.,
2002).

KI3CK cuuTaeT, 4To Npombicen NOCOCA B KMNKOYEBOM AMA 3anaAHbiX CepbiX KUTOB HarynbHOM paitoHe
B6NW3N yCcTbs 3anuBa MUnbTyH NPEACTaBNSET ANS KUTOB Ype3BblvaiiHo GOnbLUYI0 ONacHOCTb. MoaToMy Mbi
TakKe BbipaXaeM 0B6ecrnoKOeHHOCTb B 3TOi CBS3n, 0 YeM «CaxanuH SHepaXu» yxe npovHdopmuposana
opraHbl Bnactv P®. Mel npu3biBaem HeMeAneHHO MpUHATE Mepbl ANA NpPeKpalieHus KOMMep4eckoro
npombIcna nococsi B pailoHe MunbTyHa U npoBecTy oduuuanbHoe paccnefoBaHue W IKCNepTUsy U
o6HapoAoBaTb WX pesynbTaThl, Npexge Yem GyaeT AaHo paspeileHue Ha BOo3obGHoBneHwe nofobHoro
pbIGONOBHOIO NpoMbICNa B AaHHOM paiioHe.

C yBaxeHvem,
Moanucaxo:
PeHgan Pues, npeaceaatens KF3CK ot umenn KIF3CK

MpunoxeHue 1: Cnucok nybnukayull, yrnoMsaHymbiX 8 Hacmoswem 3aseneHuu
MpunoxeHue 2: Pycckul nepeeod 3moezo 3ase/1eHus



