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SUBJECT: Potential impacts of Lebedinskoe seismic survey and future DMNG seismic surveys on
critically endangered western gray whales

Dear Mr. Rinat Gizatulin:

Please let me express my sincere appreciation, and that of the entire Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel
(the Panel), for your personal involvement and presentation at the 8" meeting of the Panel. This was a
valuable opportunity for the Panel to better understand and appreciate the composition, scope and
activities of the inter-departmental working group, as well as your leadership of that group. We value the
opportunity to begin a direct dialogue with you on matters of mutual interest.

In the letter from the Panel addressed to you last December (attached), we expressed concern about the
likely impacts of noise from the planned Lebedeinskoe seismic survey on critically endangered Okhotsk-
Korean (western) gray whales because the Lebedinskoe oil field is located within the population’s principal
summer-autumn feeding area. This area is particularly important to mothers and calves. Based on what we
learned last week, it appears that the Lebedinskoe survey is now planned to begin soon after Sakhalin
Energy’s Astokh 4-D seismic survey in late June or July 2010 and to continue for much of the rest of the
summer. As we discussed with you in Geneva, the Astokh survey will involve a rigorously designed,
comprehensive monitoring and mitigation program intended to minimize the risk of damage to the whale
population. There is no evidence that a similarly precautionary approach has been taken in planning the
Lebedinskoe survey. No information has been made available to us or other stakeholders (as far as we are
aware) concerning intended mitigation and monitoring measures. Consequently, we remain extremely
concerned that the Lebedinskoe survey, without the kind of robust mitigation and monitoring planned for
the Astokh survey, could result in serious damage to the survival and recovery of western gray whales.

The main elements of the Sakhalin Energy monitoring and mitigation plan for the Astokh 4-D survey are
described in detail in the reports of the Panel and the Seismic Survey Task Force, all of which are now
available at www.iucn.wgwap. Key features of this plan include safety buffers around the survey vessel and
real-time acoustic and visual monitoring to prevent exposure of whales to damaging doses of noise. Given
your interest, a Russian summary of the plan can be provided to you.

In the Panel’s view, and based on the near-absence of information, postponement of the Lebedinskoe
survey until at least 2011 is necessary and appropriate. Only by such postponement will it be possible for
the operators to develop and implement a suitable monitoring and mitigation program. As stated in our
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previous letter, the Panel stands ready and willing to assist with all aspects of program planning and
development so that this can occur in a timely manner.

An additional matter that was brought to our attention at the Geneva meeting concerns the
DalMorNefteGeophizika (DMNG) ‘brief note’ for a preliminary Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
covering that company’s seismic survey plans in the Sea of Okhotsk and adjacent areas over the next ten
years (Program for Geological-Geophysical Surveys in Russian Federation Far East and East Arctic Seas for
the period to 2020). Although the Panel has not undertaken a detailed review of the full document, it is
clear from a brief look at Section 8.9 (Impacts on Marine Biota) that the EIA is seriously flawed with regard
to assessment of the potential impacts of the extensive proposed seismic activity on western gray whales.
Among its shortcomings is that this type of EIA, which the authorities will use as a basis for authorizing
seismic survey activity over a vast area and for a long period of time, fails to recognize that specific areas
are critically important to the whales at specific times of the year. As such, the EIA misleads those
responsible for ensuring the protection and recovery of the whale population.

Thank you, once again, for the very useful briefing and discussion at our meeting last week. | sincerely
hope we can establish a constructive working relationship between your group and the Panel in the coming

months and years.

Yours truly,

[ lronin PN g e

Randall Reeves, Chair
Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel

P.S. For your convenience, an informal Russian version of this letter is attached.
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JenapramenTa rocy1apCTBEHHONW HOJTUTUKU

U PETYJIUPOBaHUS B c(hepe OXpaHbl OKPYKAIOLIEH Cpebl
1 DKOJIOTUYECKOM Oe30acHOCTH

Munnpupozst Poccun,

npezacenarento MexBeOMCTBEHHOH paboueid rpyIIbl
o 00eCNeUYeHNI0 COXPaHEHUs

0XOTCKO-KOPENUCKON MOMyIsnun

CEeporo KuTa

P. P. 'uzaTynuun

Tema: Bo3moxHoe BIusHHE re0PU3NIECKUX U3bICKaHU Ha JIeOeTMHCKOM JINIIEH3MOHHOM
Y4acTKE HA KPUTUYECKU YTOPOKAEMYIO MOMYJISIIUIO 3anaJHbIX CEPhIX KUTOB

I'my6okoyBaskaembiit Punat PunatoBuy!

Ot umenn wieHoB KorcynsratueHOro CoBera 1o 3amamaomy cepomy kuty (WGWAP) Beipakaro Bam
MpHU3HATEIBHOCTh 3a Bam jokman u yimyHoe ydacthe B 8-M 3acenanmu CoBera. Bamie yuwactue
MPEIOCTaBUII0 YHUKAIBHYIO BO3MOXHOCTh YCIBIIIATh OT Bac, kak pykoBoauTens MeKBeIOMCTBEHHON
paboueii rpymnmnel 1Mo obecrieueHuI0 coxpanenus ceporo kuta (MPI), o cocrage, 1ensax u 3amadax MPT'.
MBI BBICOKO IICHMM BO3MOXHOCTh HAyaTh MNPsAMOW JIuanor ¢ BamMu mo BompocaM CBSI3aHHBIM C
COXpaHeHHeM 3amaIHbIX CePBIX KUTOB.

B nuceme Cosera HampaBiieHHOM Bam B nekadpe 2009 (mpuaraercs), MbI BBIPa3iiid 03a00Y€HHOCTH IO
MOBO/Y OKHIAEMOT0 HETAaTHBHOTO BJIHMSHUS 3allJITAHUPOBAHHOW CEMCMOpa3BelKH Ha JMIIEH3MOHHOM
yuactke "JleGenuHckoe" Ha KPUTHUECKH YTPpoKaeMylo Homy o OXOTOMOPCKUX cephIX KuToB. Hama
03a00YeHHOCTh CBsi3aHa ¢ TeM, uto '"JleOeawmHCKoe" HAXOMWUTCSA BHYTPH paiioHa Haryjia KHTOB. OJTa
aKBATOPUS SBISIETCS KPUTHUYECKH BaYKHOM JIsi KUTOB JAHHOW MOMYJISIIIMK, B OCOOEHHOCTHU JIJIsl CAMOK C
JICTCHBIIIAMHU.

Ha ocHoBanum nHdopmarmu, morydeHHOW HaMu B TeueHne 8-ro 3aceqanns CoBeTa, CTall0 MOHATHO, YTO
pasBenky Ha "JlebegumHckoM" TUIAaHMpYETCS HadaTh Cpa3dy TMocie CeHCMOpa3BeOKd KOMIIAHHH
Caxanuackas DHeprus Ha IIMiIbTyH-ACTOXCKOM MECTOPOKIEHHWM (KOHeH HioHs-Hadano uiois 2010).
[Tmanupyercs uro paszBenka Ha «JlebemUHCKOMY» MPOMIUTCS M0 KOHIa Jieta. Kak Mbl 00cyxnanmu ¢ Bamu
B JKeneBe, celicMopa3Benka Ha [IMIBTYH-ACTOXCKOM MECTOPOXKACHHU MpopaboTaHa dYpe3BhIYANHO
Cepbe3Ho, /s Hee pa3paboTaHa MHOTOKOMIIOHEHTHas TPOTpaMMa CHIDKEHHS BO3JCHUCTBUS U
MOHUTOPHHTA AJISl CHUDKEHHSI PUCKOB JUISI KUTOB.

Hackonpko HaM W3BECTHO, NMpH IUTaHUpoBaHWUHM pabor Ha "JlebemuHckoMm" He OBUIM MPUHSTHL BO
BHUMaHHE CKOJb HU OyIb CXOXKHE MPUHLHIBI MPEeJOCTOPOKHOCTH. Ham, Tak ke Kak W JAPYruM
3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIM CTOPOHAM, HUYETO HEW3BECTHO O IUIAHUPYEMBIX IUIaHaX MOHUTOPHHIA M MEpax II0



CHIDKEHHUIO BO3JEICTBHS MpH MpoBeaeHnH padboT Ha "Jlebenuuckom". BenencTBue BBIIEH3IOKEHHOTO,
MBI BHOBb BBIp@&KaeM CBOIO KpailHIOIO 03200YE€HHOCTH TEM, 4YTO CeHCMOpa3BelOYHbIEe pabOTHl Ha
"JlebenuHCKOM", B OTCYTCTBHE MTPOTPAaMMBI MOHHTOPHHTA B MEP TI0 CHIDKCHHIO BO3NIEHCTBHS, TIOTOOHBIX
pa3paboTaHHBIM ATl ceficMopasBeakd Ha [IMIbTYH-ACTOXCKOM MECTOPOXKACHHUH, MOTYT CYIIECTBEHHO
MOBJIMAT, HAa BBDKHBAEMOCTh (OXOTOMOPCKOW TOMYISAIUM CEPhIX KHTOB W €€ CIOCOOHOCTh K
BOCCTaHOBJICHHIO.

OcHoBHble 37eMeHTHl IulaHa CaxaaMHCKON OHEpruM MO MOHHUTOPUHTY U CHIDKCHUIO BO3JCHCTBUS
[Muntyn-Acrokckoir 4-D ceificMopa3BeAKH JeTabHO omucaHbl B otuetax Cometa m PaGoueit ['pymmsr
(CoBera) mo ceiicmopa3Benke. Bce 9T Marepmansl AOCTYNMHBI Ha caiite Hamero CoBera
www.iucn.wgwap. KitoueBble MOMEHTBI 3TOrO IUIaHAa BKIIOYAOT OyQepHble 30HBI  BOKPYT

ceiicMOpa3BEeIOYHOTO CyJHA, MPOBEACHHE aKyCTHMYECKOTO W BH3YyalbHOTO MOHUTOPHHIa B pPEaJbHOM
BPEMEHH 711 IPEIOTBPALICHNS SKCIO3UIIUN KUTOB ONACHBIM YPOBHSIM H 103aM IIIyMOBOI'O BO3AEHCTBHA.
YuuteiBas Bam uHTepec K JaHHOMY BOIIPOCY, TOTOBBI MOJATOTOBUTH /uid Bac kpaTkuii 0030p miaHa Ha
PycckoM si3bike.

[To muennto CoBera, 1 Ha OCHOBaHMH NMPAKTHYECKH OTCYTCTBYIOLIEH WHPOpPMAaIUK O TJaHax paboT Ha
«JlebenmHCKOMY, TIEpeHOC TeoPU3NIECKUX pa3BenOYHBIX padboT Ha "Jlebenuackom" mo 2011 r. sBisercs
MpaBWIBLHOW U HeoOxoammon Mepoi. Tonmpko B citydae mepeHoca Teo(GU3MIecKuX pa3BeIOYHBIX PaboT
KOMIIaHHsI-0TIepaTop OyAeT UMETh BO3MOKHOCTE pa3paboTaTh COOTBETCTBYIOIIYIO POTPaMMy CHUXKEHUS
BO3/IEMICTBAS M MOHHTOPWHTA M MPHUMEHUTH ee. Kak yke roBopmiioch B HalleM HpeAbIAyIIeM HHChME,
Coser (WGWAP) MOKeT 1 TOTOB OKa3aTh JIIOOYIO MOCHIIbHYIO TTOMOIIb B CKOpeHIel pa3padoTke Takoi
MPOTPaMMBI.

Kpome toro, mHa 8-m comemanuu CoBera ObUia mpejctaBicHa KpaTkas TOSCHUTENBbHAs 3alKcKa K
[Iporpamme ['eonoro-I'eodpu3nuecknx paboT Ha aKBAaTOPHUIX AaTbHEBOCTOYHBIX M BOCTOYHO-aPKTUIECKIX
Mopeli Poccuiickoit ®enepanmu Ha mepuon mo 20202r OAO"/Janemopuedrereodpusuka” (JIAMHI).
[losicHuTenpHass 3amUcKa TMIPECTaBICHA B KadeCcTBE MPEABAPHUTENBHBIX MarepualioB OIleHKH
Bozneiicteus Ha Okpyxaromtyo Cpeay (OBOC) mnanupyemoit o nporpamme nesrensbHoctr JIMHI mo
MPOBEJICHUIO CEHCMOpPa3BeJOYHBIX PabOT B JaIbHEBOCTOYHBIX MOpsX, BKIO4Yas OXOTCKOE MOpe B
tedenne Ommkaimmx 10 mer. Xors CoBer He CMOT JETaTbHO O3HAKOMHUTHCS C TIOJNHBIM MaKeTOM
nokymenToB OBOC, u3 pazuena 8.9 "BozmeiicTBue Ha MOPCKYIO0 OHOTY" OYEBHIIHO, YTO B MaTepHasiax
OBOC yneneHo kpaiiHe Mallo BHUMaHHUSI BO3MOXXKHOMY BIMSIHUIO MJIAHUPYEMOU ceilcMopa3BegoYHON
nesTensHOCTH Ha OXOTOMOPCKHX CephIX KUTOB. KpoMe Mpoumx O4eBHIHBIX HEZOCTATKOB TAKOTO THIIA
OBOC, koTopbie MOTYT OBITH UCIIOJIb30BaHA B KaY€CTBE 0a3bl [Tl BHIJAUM PA3PEHICHUN IO MPOBEICHUIO
reo@u3NIECKUX U3BICKAaHUN Ha OOIMHUPHON akBatopuH meiabha PO B Teuenne monroro Bpemenwn (10 ser),
nauHbii OBOC He mpuHHUMaeT BO BHUMAaHHE, YTO OTACIbHBIC PalOHBI KPUTHUECKU BAXKHBI JI1 KUTOB
OTIpe/IeTICHHOE BpeMs TO/1a.

B cBA3u ¢ BBIIEU3NT0KEHHBIM, MBI CUMTaeM, 4TO NpeaBapurensHble Matepuansl OBOC mo [Iporpamme
I'eonoro-I'eopusnuecknx paboT Ha aKBATOPUAX HANBHEBOCTOYHBIX M BOCTOYHO-aPKTHUYECKHX MOpen
Poccuiickoit ®enepannu Ha nepuon go 20202r OAO" JanemopHedrereodmsuxa" (JJMHI) MmoryT BBecTH
B 3a0dyXIOCHHE pa3pelInTeNbHble OpraHbl, OTBETCTBEHHBIC 33 COXpPAaHEHHE M BOCCTAHOBJIICHHE
OX0TOMOPCKOM MOITYJISILIUN CEPBIX KUTOB.



Eme pa3 Onaromapto Bac 3a kpaiiHe moje3HbIi OpU(HMHT W IMCKYCCHIO Ha HalIeM HOCIeTHEM
coBemaHuy. VICKpeHHE HaJIeroCh, YTO MBI CMOKEM YCTAHOBHTH KOHCTPYKTHBHBIC pabodHe OTHOIICHUS
Mexny MPT' u WGWARP.

C yBaxkeHueEM,
HCKpeHHe Bau,

| ooy BN Lo

Psupann Pusc,
[Ipencenarens KoncynmsratueHoro CoBera
o 3anagHoMy cepomy Kuty pu MCOIT

P.S. nnis Bamero yno6cTBa mpuiaraeM ObICTpbIE HeohUIMAIbHBIN NepeBo Ha Pycckuil s3bIK.



