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Dear Mr. Rudanets, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel (WGWAP), a group of independent 
scientists from six countries (Russian Federation, Canada, Germany, Ireland, UK and USA) convened 
by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) to provide guidance to the oil and gas 
industry regarding the risks to endangered western gray whales and their habitat on the northeastern 
Sakhalin shelf.  (Information on this initiative can be found at http://cms.iucn.org/wgwap/index.cfm). 
 
We have learned that your company is planning a seismic survey in August-September 2008 
immediately north of the near-shore (“Piltun”) whale feeding area. As you are aware, this feeding area 
is heavily used by the mother-calf component of the western gray whale population during August and 
September. Therefore it is important that any human activities potentially harmful to the whales in or 
near this area are carefully managed. We are concerned that even though most of the shot positions for 
your seismic survey may be outside and to the north of the currently defined boundaries of the Piltun 
feeding area, the high-intensity noise from those shots is likely to impinge substantially on the feeding 
area. Therefore it cannot be assumed that there is no risk of exposure and disturbance to the whales, 
including mothers and calves. 
 
Although time is short, we request that we be given an opportunity to review your company’s mitigation 
and monitoring plans for the August-September 2008 seismic survey. As you know, our Panel has been 
working closely with SEIC over the past year and a half to develop a rigorous mitigation and monitoring 
program for their planned 4-D seismic survey of the Astokh field in 2009. The report of our Seismic 
Survey Task Force is enclosed for your information. That document will give you a good idea of both 
the nature of our concerns and the approaches available to address them. 
 
We know that you share our interest in ensuring that this endangered whale population is not put at 
further risk from oil and gas development on the Sakhalin shelf. In the spirit of that shared interest, we 
would be pleased to offer advice and assistance in the last stages of your planning for the 2008 seismic 
survey as well as by reviewing the data and analyses resulting from your acoustic and whale 
behaviour/distribution monitoring efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Randall Reeves, Chairman 
Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel  
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Dear Mr. Kuznetsov, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel (WGWAP), a group of independent 
scientists from six countries (Russian Federation, Canada, Germany, Ireland, UK and USA) convened 
by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) to provide guidance to the oil and gas 
industry regarding the risks to endangered western gray whales and their habitat on the northeastern 
Sakhalin shelf.  (Information on this initiative can be found at http://cms.iucn.org/wgwap/index.cfm). 
 
We have learned that your company is planning a seismic survey in August-September 2008 
immediately north of the near-shore (“Piltun”) whale feeding area. As you are aware, this feeding area 
is heavily used by the mother-calf component of the western gray whale population during August and 
September. Therefore it is important that any human activities potentially harmful to the whales in or 
near this area are carefully managed. We are concerned that even though most of the shot positions for 
your seismic survey may be outside and to the north of the currently defined boundaries of the Piltun 
feeding area, the high-intensity noise from those shots is likely to impinge substantially on the feeding 
area. Therefore it cannot be assumed that there is no risk of exposure and disturbance to the whales, 
including mothers and calves. 
 
Although time is short, we request that we be given an opportunity to review your company’s mitigation 
and monitoring plans for the August-September 2008 seismic survey. As you know, our Panel has been 
working closely with SEIC over the past year and a half to develop a rigorous mitigation and monitoring 
program for their planned 4-D seismic survey of the Astokh field in 2009. The report of our Seismic 
Survey Task Force is enclosed for your information. That document will give you a good idea of both 
the nature of our concerns and the approaches available to address them. 
 
We know that you share our interest in ensuring that this endangered whale population is not put at 
further risk from oil and gas development on the Sakhalin shelf. In the spirit of that shared interest, we 
would be pleased to offer advice and assistance in the last stages of your planning for the 2008 seismic 
survey as well as by reviewing the data and analyses resulting from your acoustic and whale 
behaviour/distribution monitoring efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Randall Reeves, Chairman 
Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel  
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Dear Dr. Jakubczak, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel (WGWAP), a group of independent 
scientists from six countries (Russian Federation, Canada, Germany, Ireland, UK and USA) convened 
by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) to provide guidance to the oil and gas 
industry regarding the risks to endangered western gray whales and their habitat on the northeastern 
Sakhalin shelf.  (Information on this initiative can be found at http://cms.iucn.org/wgwap/index.cfm). 
 
We have learned that your company is planning a seismic survey in August-September 2008 
immediately north of the near-shore (“Piltun”) whale feeding area. As you are aware, this feeding area 
is heavily used by the mother-calf component of the western gray whale population during August and 
September. Therefore it is important that any human activities potentially harmful to the whales in or 
near this area are carefully managed. We are concerned that even though most of the shot positions for 
your seismic survey may be outside and to the north of the currently defined boundaries of the Piltun 
feeding area, the high-intensity noise from those shots is likely to impinge substantially on the feeding 
area. Therefore it cannot be assumed that there is no risk of exposure and disturbance to the whales, 
including mothers and calves. 
 
Although time is short, we request that we be given an opportunity to review your company’s mitigation 
and monitoring plans for the August-September 2008 seismic survey. As you know, our Panel has been 
working closely with SEIC over the past year and a half to develop a rigorous mitigation and monitoring 
program for their planned 4-D seismic survey of the Astokh field in 2009. The report of our Seismic 
Survey Task Force is enclosed for your information. That document will give you a good idea of both 
the nature of our concerns and the approaches available to address them. 
 
We know that you share our interest in ensuring that this endangered whale population is not put at 
further risk from oil and gas development on the Sakhalin shelf. In the spirit of that shared interest, we 
would be pleased to offer advice and assistance in the last stages of your planning for the 2008 seismic 
survey as well as by reviewing the data and analyses resulting from your acoustic and whale 
behaviour/distribution monitoring efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Randall Reeves, Chairman 
Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel  
 
 


