
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Anatoly A. Ledovskikh 
Head 
The Federal Subsoil Resources Management 
Agency 
B.Gruzinskaya Str, 4/61 
23995 Moscow,  
 

 
Ref: 76699-200 11 February 2008 
 
 
Dear  Mr Ledovskikh 
 
RE: IUCN - Western Gray Whale Conservation Initiative 
 
I am writing to seek your assistance with an important conservation project on Sakhalin Island.  
 
As you may be aware, in October 2006 the World Conservation Union (IUCN) convened a long-term 
independent scientific advisory panel to provide advice to Sakhalin Energy Investment Company Ltd 
(SEIC) on how to minimize and mitigate the impact of its Sakhalin 2 operations on western gray whales in 
the vicinity of Sakhalin Island.  
 
Due to its currently very small numbers, this geographically distinct population of whales has been listed 
as critically endangered on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species and is listed in the Russian Red 
Data Book. It is an unfortunate coincidence that the northeastern Sakhalin Shelf, where current and future 
oil and gas development is underway or planned, is the only currently known feeding area for these 
animals. 
 
The panel has already made a number of practical recommendations for the conduct of oil and gas 
exploration and extraction in areas where these whales feed.  However, in order to realise the full potential 
of the advisory panel there is a need to consider the activities of other energy companies in addition to 
SEIC. At its last meeting in November 2007, the panel expressed concern about the lack of reliable 
information on the plans and activities of other companies operating in the region. The observer 
representing the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources was able to provide some information about the 
Lebedinskoye seismic survey planned for summer 2008, but was unable to provide specific information 
about it, or about any other oil and gas activities that might take place in 2008 or beyond.  
 
I am therefore writing to request your assistance in providing IUCN with any information concerning 
planned or future offshore oil and gas related activities on the Sakhalin Shelf for which permits have been  
issued or are pending. Furthermore, I request any information that you have on projects or activities on the 
Sakhalin shelf that are currently undergoing a State  Environmental Expertisa.  
 
I look forward to receiving your positive response to this request. In the meantime, should you require 
further information on the project, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Vladimir Moshkalo, Head of the 
IUCN Programme Office for Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent States, who is responsible for 
liaising with the manager for this project (Vladimir.moshkalo@iucn.ru; +7 495 609 3991). Additional 
information may also be found on the project website 
(http://www.iucn.org/themes/marine/sakhalin/index.htm). 
 
Yours sincerely 
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Carl Gustaf Lundin 
Head 
Global Marine Programme 
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