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Dear Sir,
Subject: Impacts of Lebedinskoe seismic survey on critically endangered western gray whales

The Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel {the Panel) of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is
extremely concerned about the likely impacts of the Lebedinskoe seismic survey on critically endangered Okhotsk-
Korean (western) gray whales. A rigorously designed, independently verified program of monitoring and mitigation
is needed to avoid the potential for serious damage to the survival and recovery of western gray whales.

The Lebedinskoe cil field is located within the principal summer-fail feeding area of western gray whales. Pregnant
females and mothers with calves use the area to secure the nutritional energy needed for survival in winter and for
migrations in autumn and spring. Seismic surveys are known to cause displacement and trauma to whales.
Therefore, robust mitigation measures are necessary and must include safety buffers around survey vessels,
constant watches by whale observers, and real time acoustic monitoring to prevent exposure of whales to damaging
doses of noise. The possibility that this survey will overlap in time with another one nearby dramatically increases
our concern.

tn 2006 IUCN established the Panel, consisting of scientists with expertise in whale biology and conservation, to
assess impacts of marine oil and gas exploration and development on western gray whales and to provide science-
based recommendations to oil companies. The Panel has worked closely with Sakhalin Energy to minimize impacts
of the company’s planned 4-D seismic survey of the Astokh development area on gray whales. The collaboration has
produced a monitoring and mitigation program that should allow the Astokh survey to proceed with a relatively low
risk of damage to the whale population.

We urge you to support the development and implementation of an independently verified monitoring and
mitigation program, conforming to the highest international standards, for western gray whales in association with
the Lebedinskoe seismic survey. The Panel stands ready and willing to assist with all aspects of program planning
and development

Yours sincerely,

MW@W

Randall R. Reeves
Chairman of the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel
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