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Dear Mr Kropp,

| am writing to you fo request information on the seismic surveys that DMNG is planning to conduct on the
Sakhalin Shelf during this summer season.

IUCN is the convenor of the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel (WGWAP), which is advising Sakhatin
Energy Investment Company on how to minimize and mitigate the impact of its Sakhalin |l operations on
western gray whales in the vicinity of Sakhalin Island. As you will know, the WGWAP, in its most recent
report (enclosed), expressed concern about the substantial changes to the number of whales present and
their distribution at Sakhalin Island in 2008 compared to earlier years and about the possibifity that these
changes were related to oil and gas development activities on the Sakhalin Shelf, including a 2008 seismic
survey. This concern led the WGWAP to recommend a moratorium on all activities by all companies that
could adversely affect western gray whales until the current status of the whale population has been clarified.
As you will also know, Sakhalin Energy has decided to abide by this moratorium and has postponed its
planned 2009 seismic survey.

We have today learned that DMNG is planning to conduct a series of seismic surveys on the eastern
Sakhalin Shelf this summer (2009), including survey lines in or close to the two major feeding areas for
western gray whales. [UCN and the WGWAP are extremely concerned about the effects these surveys could
have on the feeding success and overall well-being of the gray whales. Also, it is important to recognize that
any such surveys in or near the feeding areas will confound analyses of whale distribution, movements and
behaviour based on the joint SEIC/ENL monitoring program in 2009, and in turn make it more difficult for the
WGWAP to assess the risks of SEIC proceeding with the Astokh 4D seismic survey in 2010.

To better assess the likely effects of the planned surveys, IUCN respectfully requests that DMNG provides
us with as much detail about the surveys as possible. Specifically we would like to receive information on the
following:

e Dates and expected duration for each of the surveys;
e Geographical coordinates of each of the survey blocks;
» Technical specifications of the airguns, including source levels;
* Any mitigation and monitoring plans in place;
Please send the information as soon as possible to IUCN, att. Finn Larsen, at the address given above,

¢.c.. A. Knizhnikov, WWF - Russia
IUCN Western Gray Whale website

Encl.: Report of the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel at its Sixth Meeting
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