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All predominantly coastal and riverine cetaceans are assigned to a
threatened or near threatened category (except one).

Habitat
*Trends in abundance are unknown for 71%
species (65 species) reflecting the difficulty 
of gathering range wide data on these species
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The proportion of cetaceans that are threatened
on the IUCN Red List has been

increasing
15% in 1991
19% in 2008
26% in 2021*
*The assessed conservation
status of 20% of species
(18 species) has worsened
between 2008 and 2021
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assessment
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Actions needed to address
threats are often at

local  and national
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SE Asia

Overlapping ranges of
7 threatened cetacean 
species

Irrawaddy dolphin
(Orcaella brevirostris)

Ganges River dolphin
(Platanista gangetica)

Narrow-ridged finless porpoise 
(Neophocaena asiaeorientalis)

Indo-Pacific finless porpoise
(Neophocaena phocaenoides)

Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin 
(Sousa chinensis)

 Australian humpback dolphin 
(Sousa sahulensis)

Australian snubfin dolphin
(Orcaella heinsohni)
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Geographic Patterns
of Extinction Risk

Cetacean species assessed as
Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List  

Yangtze River dolphin (Lipotes vexillifer)
Vaquita (Phocoena sinus)
Rice’s whale (Balaenoptera ricei)
North Atlantic Right whale (Eubalaena glacialis)
Atlantic humpback dolphin (Sousa teuszii)
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*2-3 of these DD 
species may also

be threatened

1 in 4 
cetacean species

(26% of 92 species)
threatened

with extinction 
  (CR, EN, VU)       

Overview of Cetacean Red List Status
Worldwide

Analysis based on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species
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